Powys County Council

B Councillor's Annual Report
Powys

This report gives details of the Councillor’'s key activities over the year ending 12 May 2021. It
is provided for the information of all constituents and for no other purpose.

Councillor: David A. Thomas Tel: 01639 730033

Ward: Tawe Uchaf Mobile: 07966920169

Area: Brecknockshire Email: cllr.david.thomas@powys.gov.uk
Group: Welsh Labour Date: September, 2021

Section 1: Role & Responsibilities

Details of the Committees and Working Groups in which | participated and my attendance
are available via the following link to my page on the Council website:
Committees & attendance

Finance Scrutiny Panel
Licensing Sub-Committee — | attended a Sub-Committee meeting

| served on the following outside organisations:

Local Education Authority representative appointed Governor for: Ysgol Maesydderwen,
Ystradgynlais and Ysgol Y Cribarth, Abercraf

Nant Helen Opencast Liaison Committee

Section 2: Constituency activity)

Advice Surgery Sessions: | have held monthly advice surgeries ( pre-Covid )at the
Community Halls in Ystradfellte, Pontneddfechan and Coelbren. When Ynys-wen Hall re-
opens surgeries will be scheduled there.( | hope to resume face to face Advice Surgeries
as soon as restrictions allow).

Local Concerns: Through direct contact and advice surgeries | have been able to
feedback concerns for residents on all sorts of matters ranging from housing repairs, street
lighting, speeding, dangerous trees, road repairs and footpath matters.

Play Parks: As a result of collaborative working with Tawe Uchaf Community Council and
support from the Nant Helen Grant Fund new play parks are available and maintained at
Coelbren and Pen-y-cae. Ynys-wen Play Park has now opened as a result of financial
support from the Nant Helen Community Fund..

Public Transport: Bus services have improved significantly in the Ward.The new X8
Service from Coelbren to Neath/Swansea is now operating ensuring a valuable link with
the Dulais Valley.The X62 and T6 services are still available for passengers in the Upper
Swansea Valley to access Brecon, Neath, Swansea and Ystradgynlais.

Ynys-wen Hall: A new Action Group has been formed in Ynys-wen. Its long term aim is to
rebuild the Village Hall.

Pontneddfechan : I continue to support the efforts of BBNPA and the three local
authorities to find a sustainable solution to parking issues in PNF and the wider Waterfall
Country. New. Parking restrictions are to be consulted on in the Cwm Porth and
Ystradfellte areas. A new Park and Ride out of Glynneath is to be trialled on busy



https://powys.moderngov.co.uk/mgAttendance.aspx?XXR=0&DR=14%2f05%2f2020-12%2f05%2f2021&ACT=Go&UID=161

weekends and Bank Holidays to ease traffic pressure in the Pontneddfechan area..A new
temporary car park is to be trialled at Henrhyd Falls.

Speeding: As a result of ongoing speed investigations police have increased checks on
problem roads in the Ward.

Health: | have attended Focus on Health meetings within the Ystradgynlais area.
Housing: Work has continued on Authority housing within the Ward to meet Welsh
Housing Quality Standards. This has included external painting, exterior wall insulation,,
new roofs and guttering..

Grass Cutting: Standards have improved considerably over the past months.

Post Office: Mobile Post Office facilities have been maintained in Ynys-wen,Coelbren and
Pontneddfechan.A new grocery shop has opened in Coelbren and a local Arts and Crafts
shop in Ynys-wen.

COVID 19: | have worked with other local Councillors and AMs to try and support and keep
residents and businesses as well informed as possible.

| have used Community Facebook Groups within the Ward to keep residents up to date
with the latest Covid news coming out of Welsh Government, Powys County Council and
Powys Teaching Health Board. During the crisis | have acted on all Welfare Call requests
within 24 hours of receiving them. | have advised residents on how to apply for Welsh
Government. Business grants via Powys County Council.

Meetings: All meetings | have attended in the last twelve months have been held remotely
via either Zoom or Teams. This has contributed a great deal to a reduction in my travel
mileage and helps the Green agenda. This is expected to continue when restrictions are
lifted .ontact Me - Please contact me if you have any issues you would like to discuss .
(contact details above).

Section 3: Learning & Development

Details of my attendance at learning and development sessions are available via the
following link to my page on the Council website:
Member development & seminars

Section 4: Outside organisations and other activities

| have also undertaken the following:
- Regularly attend meetings of both the Ystradfellte and Tawe Uchaf Community
Councils via Zoom...

Have regular contact with police officers .

Member of the Nant Helen Grant Panel.
Attend meetings of the Ystradgynlais Task and Finish Group via Teams.



https://powys.moderngov.co.uk/mgListTraining.aspx?XXR=0&DR=14%2f05%2f2020-12%2f05%2f2021&ACT=Find&UID=161&RPID=3985871

Cyngor Sir Powys

Po’v:r‘ys Adroddiad Blynyddol y Cynghorydd

Mae'’r adroddiad hwn yn rhoi manylion am brif weithgareddau'r Cynghorydd yn ystod y
flwyddyn yn diweddu 12 Mai, 2021. Cyflwynir yr adroddiad er gwybodaeth yr holl etholwyr ac
nid ar gyfer unrhyw ddiben arall.

Cynghorydd: David A. Thomas | Ffén: 01639 730033

Ward: Tawe Uchaf Ffon symudol: 07966920169

Ardal: Sir Frycheiniog E-bost: cllr.david.thomas@powys.gov.uk
Grwp: Llafur Cymru Dyddiad: Medi 2021

Adran 1 R4l a Chyfrifoldebau

Mae manylion y Pwyllgorau a Gweithgorau yr wyf wedi cymryd rhan ynddynt ynghyd a fy
mhresenoldeb ar gael trwy ddilyn y ddolen ganlynol i fy nhudalen ar wefan y Cyngor:
Pwyllgorau a phresenoldeb

Panel Craffu Cyllid
Is-bwyllgor Trwyddedu — Mynychais gyfarfod yr Is-bwyllgor

Gwasanaethais ar y cyrff allanol canlynol:

Llywodraethwr Cynrychiolydd Awdurdod Addysg Lleol yn: Ysgol Maesydderwen,
Ystradgynlais ac Ysgol Y Cribarth, Abercraf

Pwyllgor Cyswillt Glo Brig Nant Helen

Adran 2: Gweithgaredd yr etholaeth

Sesiynau Cynghorfa: Rwyf wedi cynnal cynghorfeydd misol (cyn Covid) yn y Neuaddau
Cymuned yn Ystradfellte, Pontneddfechan a Choelbren. Pan fydd Neuadd Ynys-wen yn
ailagor, bydd cynghorfeydd yn cael eu cynnal yno hefyd. (Rwy’n gobeithio ailddechrau
cynghorfeydd cyn gynted ag y bydd cyfyngiadau’n caniatau hynny)

Pryderon Lleol: Trwy gyswllt uniongyrchol a chynghorfeydd rwyf wedi gallu rhoi adborth
am bryderon trigolion ar bob math o faterion, yn amrywio o atgyweirio tai, goleuadau stryd,
gor-yrru, coed peryglus, atgyweirio’r ffyrdd a llwybrau.

Parciau Chwarae: O ganlyniad i gydweithio gyda Chyngor Cymuned Tawe Uchaf a
chefnogaeth gan Gronfa Grant Nant Helen mae parciau chwarae newydd ar gael ac yn
cael eu cynnal a’u cadw yng Nghoelbren a Phen-y-cae. Bellach mae Parc Chwarae Ynys-
wen wedi agor o ganlyniad i gymorth ariannol gan Gronfa Gymunedol Nant Helen.
Cludiant cyhoeddus: Mae gwasanaethau bysiau wedi gwella’'n sylweddol yn y Ward.
Mae’r Gwasanaeth X8 o Goelbren i Gastell-nedd/Abertawe yn gweithredu erbyn hyn gan
sicrhau cyswllt gwerthfawr gyda Chwm Dulas. Mae’r gwasanaethau X62 a T6 dal i fod ar
gael ar gyfer teithwyr yng Nghwm Tawe Uchaf i gyrraedd Aberhonddu, Castell Nedd,
Abertawe ac Ystradgynlais.

Neuadd Ynys-wen: Mae Grwp Gweithredu newydd wedi cael ei ffurfio yn Ynys-wen. Ei
nod tymor hir yw ailadeiladu’r Neuadd Bentref.



https://powysw.moderngov.co.uk/mgAttendance.aspx?XXR=0&DR=14%2f05%2f2020-12%2f05%2f2021&ACT=Go&UID=161

Pontneddfechan : Rwy’'n parhau i gefnogi ymdrechion Awdurdod Parc Cenedlaethol
Bannau Brycheiniog a'r tri awdurdod lleol i ddod o hyd i ateb cynaliadwy i anawsteraau
parcio ym Mhontneddfechan ac ardal ehangach Gwlad y Rhaeadrau. Mae ymgynghoriad
i'w gynnal ar gyfyngiadau parcio yn ardaloedd Cwm Porth ac Ystradfellte. Mae Parcio a
Theithio newydd allan o Glynneath i'w dreialu ar benwythnosau prysur a Gwyliau Banc er
mwyn lleddfu pwysau traffig yn ardal Pontneddfechan. Bydd maes parcio dros dro newydd
yn cael ei dreilu yn Rhaeadr Henrhyd.

Gyrru’n rhy gyflym: O ganlyniad i archwiliadau cyflymder parhaus, mae’r heddlu wedi
cynyddu nifer yr archwiliadau ar ffyrdd sy’n achosi problemau yn y Ward.

lechyd: Rwyf wedi mynychu'r cyfarfodydd Ffocws ar lechyd yn ardal Ystradgynlais.

Tai: Mae gwaith wedi parhau ar dai'r Awdurdod yn y Ward i gwrdd & Safonau Ansawdd Tai
Cymru. Mae hyn wedi cynnwys paentio tu allan, gwaith insiwleiddio ar waliau allanol,
toeon a chafnau bondo newydd.

Torri Glaswellt: Mae safonau wedi gwella’n sylweddol dros y misoedd diwethaf.

Swyddfa Bost: Mae cyfleusterau symudol y Swyddfa Bost wedi cael eu cynnal yn Ynys-
wen, Coelbren a Phontneddfechan. Mae siop groser newydd wedi agor yng Nghoelbren a
siop Celf a Chrefft lleol yn Ynys-wen.

COVID-19: Rwyf wedi gweithio gyda Chynghorwyr lleol eraill ac Aelodau Cynulliad i geisio
cefnogi a chyflwyno’r wybodaeth ddiweddaraf cymaint ag sy’n bosibl i drigolion a
busnesau.

Rwyf wedi defnyddio Grwpiau Facebook Cymunedol yn y Ward i roi'r newyddion
diweddaraf sy’n dod o Lywodraeth Cymru, Cyngor Sir Powys a Bwrdd lechyd Addysgu
Powys i drigolion. Yn ystod yr argyfwng rwyf wedi gweithredu ar bob cais am Alwad Lles o
fewn 24 awr i'w derbyn. Rwyf wedi cynghori trigolion ar sut i wneud cais am grantiau
Llywodraeth Cymru a grantiau busnes drwy Gyngor Sir Powys.

Cyfarfodydd: Mae'r holl gyfarfodydd yr wyf wedi'u mynychu yn ystod y deuddeg mis
diwethaf wedi'u cynnal o bell naill ai drwy Zoom neu Teams. Mae hyn wedi cyfrannu llawer
at ostyngiad yn fy milltiroedd teithio ac yn helpu'r agenda Werdd. Disgwylir i hyn barhau
pan fydd cyfyngiadau'n cael eu codi.

Cysylltwch a Mi: Cysylltwch & mi os oes gennych chi unrhyw faterion yr hoffech eu trafod
ami.

Adran 3: Dysgu a Datblygu

Mae manylion fy mhresenoldeb yn y sesiynau dysgu a datblygu ar gael trwy ddilyn y
ddolen ganlynol i fy nhudalen ar wefan y Cyngor:
Seminarau a Datblygu Aelodau

Adran 4: Sefydliadau allanol a gweithgareddau eraill

Rwyf hefyd wedi cyflawni’r canlynol:
Wedi mynychu cyfarfodydd rheolaidd Cynghorau Cymuned Ystradfellte a Thawe
Uchaf drwy Zoom.
- Wedi cadw cyswllt rheolaidd & swyddogion yr heddlu
- Aelod o Banel Grantiau Nant Helen.
- Mynychu cyfarfodydd Grwp Gorchwyl a Gorffen Ystradgynlais drwy Teams
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