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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. R24 - PRESTEIGNE 

Introduction

1.  The present community of Presteigne – formerly Radnorshire’s county town – is 
located in eastern Radnorshire occupying a prominent salient in the Wales-England 
border where the river Lugg is joined by its tributaries the Hindwell and Norton 
brooks.  Presteigne town is an area centre, with an historic core, which lies 
predominately on level ground below the Warden to the West and the Slough to the 
south.  The landscape rises out of the Lugg valley in the north to the settlement of 
Norton, classified as a small village in the Unitary Development Plan.  This is a 
village with a substantial amount of post-war housing, which has grown along the 
B4355, an important local route between Presteigne and its neighbour Knighton in 
the north.  Dolley Green is classified as a rural settlement in the Plan.  As a whole, 
the community enjoys a good level of services and amenities at Presteigne, as 
would be expected of an area centre.

2.  The community has a population of 2,463, an electorate of 2,152 (2005) and a 
council of 13 members.  The community is warded: Presteigne Town with 1,690 
electors and nine councillors; Norton with 462 and four.  The precept required for 
2005 is £22,293.60 representing a Council Tax Band D equivalent of £20.00.

3.  In the 1982 Review there were various proposals to amalgamate the smaller 
communities of Radnorshire.  It was suggested that Presteigne should remain a 
separate community, but the Norton community meeting urged that the communities 
of Norton and Presteigne should be amalgamated and that Norton should form a 
separate ward of the new Community.  At a subsequent joint meeting, 
representatives concurred that the new Community should be split into two wards, 
Presteigne Town and Norton, represented by nine and four councillors respectively.  
The only contentious matter lay with the name of the new Community; various 
suggestions were put forward comprising composite names drawn from the 
constituent communities.  The Boundary Commission rejected these, as their 
‘general policy was to avoid amalgams of existing names’.  The Commission’s final 
proposals accepted the proposed representation of 13 members, split nine – four, 
and that the new community was to be known as Presteigne.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

4.  No representations have been received for this community.

Assessment

5.  The electorate of Presteigne has increased from 1,436  in 1979 to 2,152 in 2005.  
The Powys Unitary Development Plan allocates two sites for 15 dwellings in the 
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small village of Norton and four main sites for an estimated 84 dwellings at 
Presteigne.  There may be further opportunities for infill development and 
opportunities for affordable housing development adjacent to the settlement 
development boundaries at each settlement.    There are also opportunities for 
affordable housing development in the rural settlement of Dolley Green that lies in 
this community in accordance with Policy HP9 of the Plan, for a limited number of 
dwellings in the open countryside in accordance with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for 
conversions in accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan.  We note that this 
community’s electorate will continue to rise to about 2,320, suggesting a continued 
entitled in accordance with Table 7 – Guide to Allocation of Councillors to 
Community Councils to 13 councillors.

6.  We have given careful consideration to the question of whether this community 
should continue to be divided into wards.  We are required to  apply the criteria in 
Schedule 11 of the 1972 Act in our consideration of this matter, and these are that 
(a) the number or distribution of the local government electors for the community is 
such as to make a single election of community councillors impracticable or 
inconvenient; and (b) it is desirable that areas of the community should be 
separately represented on the community council.  There is a lack of suitable 
accommodation for a polling station in the small  village of Norton, despite 
considerable effort on the part of the Returning Officer’s staff to locate such a 
building.  At present, therefore, all the electors of this community vote at the 
Memorial Hall, Presteigne.  However, this community effectively comprises a town 
ward and a village or rural ward, and, while Norton looks to Presteigne for the 
majority of its amenities, it remains a distinct village.  Therefore, we consider that it is 
desirable that areas of this community should continue to be separately represented 
on the community council.  

7.  We have given consideration to the ward boundary between the two wards.  We 
have noted that the town’s ward boundary is sufficiently large to cater for any future 
expansion of the town.  However, we have also noted that this is a community of two 
parts: a town ward and a village or rural ward.  We consider that it would be 
appropriate to re-draw the ward boundary so that the salient in the town ward that 
comprises the area around the rural settlement of Dolley Green be transferred to the 
Norton ward.  Our suggested ward boundary would simply continue along the river 
Lugg until it met the community boundary in the west at Rock Bridge.  We would 
suggest that this new boundary would be a natural one, more clearly and readily 
understood and with better relevance to the electorate of this area.  We estimate 
that approximately 22 electors would be transferred to the Norton ward from the 
Town ward under this proposal.

8.  Schedule 11(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 requires us, in fixing the 
number of community councils to be elected for each ward, to have regard to any 
change in the number or distribution of the local government electors of the 
community which is likely to take place. In the 1982 Review, the Local Government 
Boundary Commission accepted a councillor allocation between the two wards of 
this community that favoured slightly the more rural, Norton ward.  (At that time the 
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ratio of electors to councillors was 127:1 in the Town Ward and 74:1 in the Norton 
Ward.)  This was because the Commission accepted that representation in rural 
areas of sparser habitation could be more challenging than in urban areas.  In this 
Review, we, likewise, consider that this is an acceptable approach.  The growth of 
the electorate in this community has been marked, but development has been fairly 
evenly spread to date.  On the basis of the current ward electorates, the present 
councillor entitlement of the two wards on a thirteen-member council would be 
Norton – 2.79, Town Ward – 10.21.  We  do not consider that the development 
allocated in the Plan will significantly alter this balance.  We are therefore proposing 
that the present allocation of councillors between the wards in this community be 
adhered to, slightly favouring the more rural, Norton ward as justified by our policy of 
accepting that in more extensive rural areas representation is required to meet the 
challenges of population sparsity.  

Draft Proposals

9.  That there should be a community of Presteigne comprising the present 
community of that name;

The community should have a council of 13 members;

The community should be warded as at present but that an adjustment should be 
made to the ward boundary so that the area at Dolley Green and Furrow Hill is 
transferred to the Norton ward.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

Norton 462 4 116
Presteigne Town 1690 9 188

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

10.  No comments or submissions were received on the Draft Proposals.

Final Proposals

11.  That there should be a community of Presteigne comprising the present 
community of that name;

The community should have a council of 13 members;
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The community should be warded as at present but that an adjustment should be 
made to the ward boundary so that the area at Dolley Green and Furrow Hill is 
transferred to the Norton ward.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

Norton 462 4 116
Presteigne Town 1690 9 188


