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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. R19 - NANTMEL

Introduction

1.  The present community of Nantmel is situated in the north-west of Radnorshire 
and extends from Rhayader in the west, downstream along the River Wye, which 
forms a natural boundary on its east, and across to Camlo hill in the north.  The 
landscape of this community is very diverse and ranges from the two fertile river 
valleys of the Wye and Dulas to extensive uplands of uninhabited moorland plateaux 
of Gwastedyn Hill in the west and Camlo in the north to the lower marshland around 
Nantglas.  This rural community has a large number of farms scattered across it, 
although the population is concentrated in the centrally located settlements of 
Nantmel and Nantglas, designated as small villages in the Unitary Development 
Plan, and the rural settlements of Gwystre in the east, Gaufron in the north and Allt y 
Crug in the west.  Community services and facilities are limited to a primary school 
and Baptist church at Nantmel.

2.  The community has a population of 686, an electorate of 547 (2005) and a 
council of 10 members.  The precept required for 2005 is £3,120.78 representing a 
Council Tax Band D equivalent of £9.75.

3.  In the 1982 Review the northern boundary of the then community of Nantmel was 
altered by the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales.  Part of the then 
community was transferred to the community of Rhayader to ensure that there was 
an adequate rural hinterland around that town for its future development.  The 
Commission also recommended that, on the western slopes of Moel Hywel, farms 
including Llwyn cwtta, Beili-neuadd, Cefnfaes, Banc Gelli-las, Tynshimley and 
Gilfach-y-rhiw be transferred to the proposed Community of St Harmon.   It also 
recommended a slight boundary change in the east, to include the properties known 
as Cwmtelmau and Coed Glasson, in the proposed community of Abbey Cwmhir.  
The Commission therefore made its final recommendations for a community council 
of ten members in an un-warded community.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

4.  No representations have been received for this community.

Assessment

5.  The electorate of Nantmel has increased from 453 in 1979 to 547 in 2005.  
Further development in the Unitary Development Plan will be limited to an estimated 
eight dwellings in Nantmel village.  There may be further opportunities for infill 
development and opportunities for affordable housing development adjacent to the 
settlement development boundaries of Nantmel and Nantglas in accordance with 
Policy HP8.  There are also opportunities for affordable housing development in the 
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rural settlements of Allt y Crug, Gaufron and Gwystre that lie in this community in 
accordance with Policy HP9 of the Plan, for a limited number of dwellings in the 
open countryside in accordance with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for conversions in 
accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan.

6.  We consider that the electorate of this community will continue to lie well below 
600 electors for the foreseeable future, suggesting an entitlement in accordance with 
Table 7 – Guide to Allocation of Councillors to Community Councils to eight 
councillors.  We have given careful consideration as to whether there are any 
extenuating circumstances in this community for departing from our standard scale.  
The geographical size of this community is quite considerable.  However, much of 
the extensive upland area of this community is uninhabited, with the population 
concentrated in Nantmel, Nantglas, Gaufron and Gwystre.  We do not consider 
population sparsity to be a sufficient cause for departing from  the allocation of eight 
councillors in this particular community.  Even so, the comparatively high number of 
classified and rural settlements that the community contains may provide some such 
justification.

Draft Proposals

7.  That there should be a community of Nantmel comprising the present community 
of that name;

The community should have a council of 8 members;

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

547 8 68

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

8.  No comments or submissions were received on the Draft Proposals.

Final Proposals

9.  That there should be a community of Nantmel comprising the present community 
of that name;

The community should have a council of 8 members;

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor
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547 8 68


