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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. R17 - LLANGUNLLO

Introduction

1.  The community of Llangunllo in north-eastern Radnorshire comprises two 
deep valleys in a plateau landscape that otherwise rises to over 1,300 feet.  
The north of the community comprises almost the whole of the upper 
drainage basin of the river Lugg, and several tributary valleys converge on the 
small village of Llangunllo, which is the main settlement in this area.  The 
small village of Bleddfa lies in the Cwm y Gerwyn valley, another tributary of 
the river Lugg, in the south of the community.  The community enjoys good 
communication links, with the A488 and the B4356 crossing the community, 
and at Llangunllo Halt this community also has a railway station on the Heart 
of Wales line.  The Powys Unitary Development Plan designates both 
settlements as small villages with a number of community services: at Bleddfa 
there is a post office, public house, Trust Gallery and Arts centre, while at 
Llangunllo there is the community hall and public house incorporating a post 
office/shop.  In the west of this community, three rural settlements straddle its 
boundaries with the communities of Llanfihangel Rhydithon and Llanbister at 
Gravel, Llanbister Road and Cwm y Geist.

2.  The community has a population of 377, an electorate of 313 (2005) and a 
council of 9 members.  The community is warded: Bleddfa with 100 electors 
and three councillors; Llangunllo with 213 and six.  The precept required for 
2005 is £1,600.00 representing a Council Tax Band D equivalent of £8.90.

3.  In the 1982 Review, there were various proposals to amalgamate the 
smaller communities of Radnorshire, and the arrangements that were 
adopted at that time best reflected community loyalties and social 
connections in the area.  The Local Government Boundary Commission for 
Wales proposed to amalgamate  the then community of Llangunllo with the 
then community of Bleddfa, the latter of  which did not have a community 
council.  With no responses received on its draft proposals, the Commission’s 
final proposal was for a community of Llangunllo with two wards: Llangunllo 
with six councillors and Bleddfa with three.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft 
Proposals

4.  A letter and submission form has been received from the Clerk to 
Llangunllo Community Council, which “welcomes the consideration to de-
ward various communities and it believes that to de-ward Llangunllo would be 
advantageous especially in election years.  There is concern though as to the 
numbers of Councillors representing the community.  Councillors would like to 
stress that although Community Councillors may be high in numbers (per 
electorate) they do work for the community without any remuneration unlike 
County Councillors if and when the wards are changed”.
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Assessment

5.  The electorate of Llangunllo has increased from 265 in 1978 to 313 in 
2005.  The Powys Unitary Development Plan only identifies opportunities for 
infill development within the settlement limits of the small  villages of 
Llangunllo and Bleddfa and opportunities for affordable housing development 
adjacent to the settlements’ development boundaries in accordance with 
Policy HP8 of the Plan.  There are also opportunities for affordable housing 
development in the rural settlements of Gravel, Llanbister Road and Cwm y 
Geist that straddle this community’s western boundary in accordance with 
Policy HP9 of the Plan, for a limited number of dwellings in the open 
countryside in accordance with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for conversions in 
accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan.  We consider  that the electorate of 
this community will remain stable for some years to come.  The present and 
projected electorate would suggest an entitlement in accordance with Table 7 
– Guide to Allocation of Councillors to Community Councils to seven 
Councillors. 

6.  We have given careful consideration to the question of whether this 
community should continue to be divided into wards.  We are required to 
apply the criteria in Schedule 11 of the 1972 Act in our consideration of this 
matter, and these are that (a) the number or distribution of the local 
government electors for the community is such as to make a single election of 
community councillors impracticable or inconvenient; and (b) it is desirable 
that areas of the community should be separately represented on the 
community council.  We do not consider that the number or  distribution of the 
local government electors for this community is such as to make a single 
election of community councillors impracticable or inconvenient; indeed all 
electors in the community currently vote at the same polling station, which is 
the Community Hall, Llangunllo.  We note  that the electorate of the existing 
wards is fairly small: Llangunllo, with 213 electors and Bleddfa with 100 
electors, and this in itself raises a question as to whether separate ward 
elections represent effective and convenient local government in this 
community.  We also note that the highway network is good in this 
community.  This holds together a community of scattered settlement, and, on 
balance, we are of the view that it is no longer desirable for areas of this 
community to be separately represented on the community council.

Draft Proposals

7.  That there should be a community of Llangunllo comprising the present 
community of that name;

The community should have a council of 7 members;

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

313 7 45
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Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

8.  A form of submissions has been received from Llangunllo Community 
Council.  With regard to our allocation of councillors to this community, the 
council expresses its concern because “Llangunllo has been recorded as the 
tenth most deprived place in Wales and more help is needed to support this 
area.  The council considers that to decrease numbers would add extra 
burden to those already in the community trying to maintain this.  Also, with 
more legislation being transferred to community councils it again adds extra 
burden on those who are volunteers and not paid for their work.”  With regard 
to the removal of the warding arrangement in this community, we have 
received somewhat mixed messages from the present community council.  In 
its initial comments before the Draft  Proposals were prepared, the council 
“welcomed” the removal of the warding arrangement, and now, too, we have 
comments that “the community council  is in agreement with the de-warding in 
as much as election cost would decrease, thus being more cost effective 
during election periods”.  However, the council proceeds to recite the 
advantages of having councillors in a “percentage distribution” from the two 
areas of Bleddfa and Llangunllo so that local knowledge can be called upon.  
The community council now refers to a charity in its area: the Bleddfa 
Recreation Ground Charity (Registered Charity 218171), whose main object 
is “the provision of facilities for recreation or other leisure-time occupation for 
the benefit of the inhabitants of the Bleddfa ward of the community of 
Llangunllo with the object of improving the conditions of life for the said 
inhabitants”.  We have sought confirmation  on this matter, and are informed 
that the trustees of this charity are the Llangunllo Community Council.

Assessment

9.  With regard to our allocation of councillors to this community, the 
community council has further confirmed that the study of deprivation to which 
they refer was referred to in the local press and used statistics from the 
National Assembly that referred to deprivation in terms of geographical 
access to services.  We are unaware of any particularly new legislative 
burdens which are falling on our community councils.  At 313, the electorate 
of this community places it at the median of our band of community councils 
with an electorate of less than 400 where we have considered that seven is 
an appropriate allocation of councillors.  Our allocation of one councillor for 
every 45 electors will provide a very high level of representation in this 
community.

10.  We outlined our reasons for concluding that there was no pressing 
argument for the warding of this community, with its very low electorate and 
high levels of representation, in paragraph 6 above, and we consider that the 
present community council largely concurs with our arguments.  As with many 
community councils in the County, the present council seeks the recruitment 
of councillors from the several areas of its community where no other physical 
or social differences exist within the community.  The legislation and Powys 
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County Council recognise that a warding arrangement comes with a 
concomitant cost to the public purse, and it should only be applied to those 
communities which are divided by clear physical and social differences: one 
community but comprising different parts.  At the end of the day, the 
electorate of this community must prevail in their choice of community 
councillors.  We now note that members of the whole community council are 
appointed to a charity in this community.  The charity is a separate legal entity 
from the community council, with its own charitable objects.  The area of 
benefit will remain the historical Bleddfa ward of this community, which, 
before, was the historical community and parish of Bleddfa.  Historical maps 
which the charity itself should be retaining, will continue for all time to 
delineate the area of benefit.

Final Proposals

11.  That there should be a community of Llangunllo comprising the present 
community of that name;

The community should have a council of 7 members;

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

313 7 45


