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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. R15 - LLANELWEDD

Introduction

1.  The present community of Llanelwedd lies in the broad valley of the River Wye, 
which forms its natural boundary in the south.  The landscape rises sharply in the 
southeast, to Aberdw Hill, and in the north to Carneddau.  Settlement is 
concentrated in the small village of Llanelwedd, a sprawling village bounded to the 
north-east by Llanelwedd Rocks, and in the small village of Builth Road, a Victorian 
railway settlement, which is located at the intersection of the former Great Western 
and the existing Heart of Wales railway lines. The remainder of the population lives 
in scattered farms and dwellings and in the rural settlement of Llanfaredd in the 
south.  The rural settlement of Cwmbach Llechryd straddles the community 
boundary in the north-west.  The community enjoys good transport links as the A470 
and the A483 pass through the community, and these are joined by the A481 and 
the B4567 from the east and south respectively.  The inhabitants enjoy a number of 
services and amenities, mainly concentrated in Llanelwedd, comprising a primary 
school and public hall, two garage service stations, public houses, a restaurant and 
church.  The community becomes a focal point of Welsh rural life each summer as it 
provides the permanent showground site of the Royal Welsh Agricultural Society.

2.  The community has a population of 436, an electorate of 341 (2005) and a 
council of 9 members.  The community is warded: Builth Road with 145 electors and 
four councillors; Llanelwedd with 111 and three, and Llanfaredd with 85 and two.  
The precept required for 2005 is £1,200.00 representing a Council Tax Band D 
equivalent of £6.49.

3.  In the 1982 Review the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales 
proposed a community of Llanelwedd by merging the then community of that name 
with the small community of Llanfaredd.  The Commission proposed that the 
southern part of the community, in an area between the Wye bridge at Builth Wells 
and the Royal Welsh Showground should be transferred to  the community of Builth 
Wells.  Builth Wells Town Council had made representations for the amalgamation 
of their community with the then communities of Llanddewi’r Cwm, Rhosferig and 
Llanelwedd to form an enlarged and warded community of Builth Wells.  However, 
proposals to alter the boundaries at this location attracted considerable opposition.  
The then Llanelwedd Community Council held a local referendum on this matter and 
found that most of the residents of the affected area wanted to remain in the 
community of Llanelwedd and the then District of Radnorshire.  It appeared that 
stakeholders were unanimously against any proposals to alter the District boundary 
and the boundary between Llanelwedd and Builth Wells.  However, the Commission 
disregarded these arguments as they were of the opinion that this area ‘is an integral 
part of the town’ and it was in the interests of effective and convenient local 
government that the settlement located between the Wye bridge and Royal Welsh 
Showground be transferred on the grounds that it was to all intents and purposes 
part of the town of Builth Wells and enjoyed the facilities  of that town.  



Final Proposals – Radnorshire – Community R$jpjkpcki.doc

4.  In his decision letter, dated 18th August 1980, the Secretary for State for Wales 
gave consideration to the local opposition to the proposal to transfer part of the then 
community of Llanelwedd to the then Borough of Brecknock and the Community of 
Builth Wells.  He accepted this opposition  as a determining factor and considered 
that the River Wye provided a satisfactory boundary in this area.  He accordingly 
decided to reject the proposal and leave the then district and community boundary of 
the river Wye unchanged.  However, the Commission’s proposals for a warded 
community stood; the community was divided into three wards: Builth Road with four 
councillors, Llanelwedd – three and Llanfaredd – two.

5.  In the 2000 Review, Llanelwedd Community Council asked Powys County 
Council to consider the possibility of amalgamating the wards within their 
community.  However, following a meeting of the council with officers of Powys 
County Council, this request was subsequently dropped with the council wanting to 
retain the existing arrangement.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

6.  No representations have been received for this community.

Assessment

7.  We note that the settlement boundary of the small village of Builth Road abuts 
the northern boundary of this community with the community of Disserth and 
Trecoed at the Dulas brook.  However, we have noted that this settlement boundary 
does not stray over the brook at this point, nor is it likely to, there being no 
allocations of development land in the small village of Builth Road in the Powys 
Unitary Development Plan.  Therefore, we consider that the Dulas brook still forms 
the most appropriate northern boundary for this community.

8.  The electorate of Llanelwedd has actually decreased from 372 in 1978 to 341 in 
2005. We consider that the electorate will continue to lie in the region of 350 
electors, with no specific sites identified in the Unitary Development Plan for 
development.  However, there are opportunities for infill development and affordable 
housing development adjacent to the settlement development boundaries in 
accordance with Policy HP8 of the Plan, for affordable housing development in the 
rural settlements of Llanfaredd and Cwmbach Llechryd in accordance with Policy 
HP9 of the Plan, for a limited number of dwellings in the open countryside in 
accordance with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for conversions in accordance with 
Policy GP6 of the Plan.  The present electorate, which is well below the 400 
threshold, would suggest an entitlement to seven councillors in accordance with 
Table 7 - Guide to Allocation of Councillors to Community Councils. 

9.  We have given careful consideration to the question of whether the community of 
Llanelwedd should continue to be divided into wards.  We are required to apply the 
criteria in Schedule 11 of the 1972 Act in our consideration of this matter, and these 
are that (a) the number or distribution of the local government electors for the 
community is such as to make a single election of community councillors 
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impracticable or inconvenient; and (b) it is desirable that areas of the community 
should be separately represented on the community council.  We do not consider 
that the number or distribution of the local government electors for this community is 
such as to make a single election of community councillors impracticable or 
inconvenient; indeed all electors in the community currently vote at the same polling 
station, which is Jubilee Hall, Llanelwedd.  The electorate of the  small ward of 
Llanfaredd is 85, which in itself suggests that a separate ward election here would 
be largely meritless.  We do not consider that it is  any longer desirable for areas of 
this very small community to be separately represented on the community council.  
The community is well integrated by its very good highway network.  We note that 
the small village of Builth Road has only limited community facilities, and it sources 
many of its amenities from both Llanelwedd and in turn the area centre of Builth 
Wells which is less than 3 miles away.  The same holds true to an even greater 
extent for the scattered dwellings around the rural settlement of Llanfaredd.

Draft Proposals

10.  That there should be a community of Llanelwedd comprising the present 
community of that name;

The community should have a council of seven members;

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

341 7 49

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

11.  A form of submissions has been received from Llanelwedd Community Council 
regarding our proposed reduction in councillor numbers.  The council notes that the 
reduction “could be detrimental for voting where an interest is applicable”, and it 
could mean that on some matters where a number  of councillors had a declarable 
interest under the Code of Conduct it might not be possible for a vote to be taken on 
a matter.  In particular, the council cites as an example the Royal Welsh Agricultural 
Society showground, a facility that lies within this community and that is of more than 
local significance.  Several members of the present council already  have declarable 
interests related to this facility.

Assessment

12.  In our paragraph 8 above, we noted that the electorate of this community would 
continue to lie in the region of 350 electors for many years to come, and therefore 
well below our threshold of 400 above which we have considered that an allocation 
of eight councillors is appropriate.  This community also has a very small 
geographical extent.  However, we note the community council’s comments that this 
community area includes, at the Royal Welsh Agricultural Society’s showground, a 
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resource of national significance and one that by its very nature has in the past 
generated issues of local interest.  Our allocation of seven councillors would give a 
very high level of representation of one councillor for every 49 electors, and 
councillors have the opportunity to apply for dispensations from the Code of 
Conduct.  In our Final Proposals, therefore, we adhere to our allocation of seven 
councillors to this community council.

Final Proposals

13.  That there should be a community of Llanelwedd comprising the present 
community of that name;

The community should have a council of seven members;

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

341 7 49


