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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. R09 - KNIGHTON

Introduction

1.  The present community of Knighton, is situated in the north eastern part of 
Radnorshire.  An area centre, Knighton is located on the south side of the River 
Teme, which forms the boundary between Wales and England.  The town lies in the 
valley, bounded in the west by Garth Hill, in the north by the forested uplands of 
Kinsley Wood, and Great Ffrydd Wood  in the south.  Wylcwm brook, a tributary of 
the River Teme, passes through the town in a south-westerly direction, creating an 
elevated spur on which the old town is situated.  The A488 is a route of local 
importance, which connects Knighton, Penybont and Llandrindod Wells to the west, 
the B4355 links the town with Presteigne to the south and the A4113 leads to the 
larger centre of Ludlow in the east.

2.  The community has a population of 3,043, an electorate of 2,421 (2005) and a 
council of 14 members.  The community is warded: Knighton Central with 624 
electors and three councillors; Knighton Outer with 197 and one; Knighton South 
East with 828 and five, and Knighton West with 772 and five.  The precept required 
for 2005 is £25,700.00 representing a Council Tax Band D equivalent of £21.69.

3.  In the 1982 review the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales 
proposed a community of Knighton comprising the then community of Knighton; a 
salient of the then community of Beguildy at White Anthony Farm; and the then 
community of Stanage in a prominent salient in  the county and national boundary.  
With no objections, the Commission’s final proposals were for a community of 
Knighton, with a council of 14 members in a warding arrangement that it considered 
would achieve a parity of representation between the three urban wards and the 
more rural ward: Central with 498 electors (1978) and three councillors; South East 
with 695 and five, West with 650 and five and Outer with 131 and one.

 
Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

4.  No representations have been received for this community.

Assessment

5.  The electorate of Knighton has increased from 1,974 in 1978 to 2,421 in 2005.  
The Unitary Development Plan estimates 131 dwellings on three sites within 
Knighton, as an appropriate level of growth during the plan period.  There may be 
further opportunities for infill development and opportunities for affordable housing 
development adjacent to the settlement development  boundaries in accordance with 
Policy HP8.  We note that this community’s electorate will continue to rise to 
approximately 2640 electors, suggesting a continued entitled in accordance with 
Table 5 – Councillor Allocation and Powys’s Towns to 14 councillors.  
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6.  Schedule 11(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 requires us, in fixing the 
number of community councils to be elected for each ward, to have regard to any 
change in the number or distribution of the local government electors of the 
community which is likely to take place.  The growth of the electorate in this 
community has been fairly evenly distributed among the three urban wards, South 
East, West and Central.  However, future development appears to be concentrated 
in the Outer ward, with most of the allocated sites situated here.  

Central Outer South East West 

Projected 
Electorate

624 359 888 772

Percentage of total 
Electorate

23.6 13.58 33.5 29.2

Councillor 
entitlement (14) 

3.30 1.9 4.69 4.08

Electors per 
councillor

208 180 178 193

As a result of impending development, the table above illustrates that the most 
appropriate allocation of councillors between wards in the community, based on the 
projected electorate would now be: Central – 3 and Outer –2; South East – 5, West 
–4. 

7.  While Knighton’s community boundary is sufficiently large to cater for any future 
expansion of the town, Rhos y Meirch to the south of Knighton is a small 
unclassified settlement of scattered properties,  which is currently divided by the 
Knighton / Whitton community boundary.  We  consider that it would be appropriate 
to transfer approximately eight properties affected by the boundary divide to the 
more rural community of Whitton.  Our suggested  community boundary would leave 
the spring at Gwernafel dingle, north of Meadow View farm, across field boundaries 
to Offa’s Dyke following it south-ward to join the B4355 north of The Firs before re-
joining Offa’s Dyke and the existing boundary.  We would suggest that this new 
boundary would be more clearly understood by and have better relevance to the 
electorate of this area.  We estimate that approximately 14 electors would be 
transferred to Whitton community, and, of course, such a transfer would have no 
implications for larger community of Knighton.

Draft Proposals

8.  That there should be a community of Knighton comprising the present community 
of that name less an area at Rhos y Meirch that we propose to transfer to the 
community of Whitton;

The community should have a council of 14 members;
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The community should be warded as follows:

(Ward) Projected 
Electorate

No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

Knighton Central 624 3 208

Knighton Outer 359 2 180

Knighton South 
East

888 5 178

Knighton West 772 4 193

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

9.  A form of submissions has been received from Whitton Community Council 
supporting our proposed boundary changes, “as the properties at Rhos y Meirch are 
in close proximity to Whitton and are most suited to being part of this rural 
community.”  

Final Proposals

10.  That there should be a community of Knighton comprising the present 
community of that name less an area at Rhos y Meirch that we propose to transfer 
to the community of Whitton;

The community should have a council of 14 members;

The community should be warded as follows:

(Ward) Projected 
Electorate

No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

Knighton Central 624 3 208

Knighton Outer 359 2 180

Knighton South 
East

888 5 178

Knighton West 772 4 193


