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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. R02 - ABEREDW

Introduction

1.  The present community of Aberedw rises from the valley of the Wye in the 
west (the river forming the community’s western boundary), and follows the 
Edw river valley upstream towards Llanbadarn y Garreg and Rhulen.  Its 
topography is defined by its dramatic valley, which is bounded on all sides by 
the high moorland of the Aberedw, Llandeilo, Llanbedr and Rhulen hills.  
Settlement is concentrated in the small village of Aberedw as classified in the 
Unitary Development Plan, with the remainder of the population living in 
scattered farms and dwellings along the valley surrounding the small 
unclassified settlements of Llanbadarn y Garreg and Rhulen, situated in the 
community’s far north east.  This community is characterised by its extensive, 
sparsely-populated uplands.

2.  The Community has a population of 219, an electorate of 203 (2005) and 
a council of 7 members.  The community is warded: Aberedw with 164 
electors and five councillors; Llanbadarn y Garreg with 14 and one, and 
Rhulen with 25 and one.  The precept required for 2005 is £500.00, 
representing a Council Tax Band D equivalent of £3.94.

3.  In the 1982 Review, the Local Government Boundary Commission for 
Wales proposed that the then communities of Aberedw, Llanbadarn y Garreg 
and Rhulen be amalgamated to form a new more viable community.  The 
majority of public meetings were in favour of these draft proposals.  The 
Commission’s final proposals were for a Community Council of seven 
members with the following warding arrangement: Aberedw (five councillors); 
Llanbadarn y Garreg (one); Rhulen (one).

Summary of representation received prior to preparations of Draft 
Proposals

4.  A form of submissions was received from Aberedw Community Council 
proposing no changes for this community.

Assessment

5.  The electorate of Aberedw has increased from 164 in 1978 to 203 in 2005.  
Further development in the Unitary Development Plan will be limited to an 
estimated 5 dwellings on one site in the small village of Aberedw.  There are 
also opportunities for affordable housing development adjacent to the 
settlement development boundaries, in accordance with Policy HP8, for a 
limited number of dwellings in the open countryside in accordance with Policy 
HP6 of the Plan, and for conversions in accordance with Policy GP6 of the 
Plan. This community’s electorate will remain stable at just over 200 electors, 
suggesting a continued entitled in accordance with Table 7 – Guide to 
Allocation of Councillors to Community Councils to seven councillors.
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6.  We have given careful consideration to the question of whether this 
community should continue to be divided into wards.  We are required to 
apply the criteria in Schedule 11 of the 1972 Act in our consideration of this 
matter, and these are that (a) the number or distribution of the local 
government electors for the community is such as to make a single election of 
community councillors impracticable or inconvenient; and (b) it is desirable 
that areas of the community should be separately represented on the 
community council.  We do not consider that the number or  distribution of the 
local government electors for this community is such as to make a single 
election of community councillors impracticable or inconvenient; indeed, all 
electors in the community currently vote at the same polling station, which is 
the Church Hall, Aberedw.  Aberedw is the only settlement classified as a 
small village in the Unitary Development Plan, with remaining settlement 
drawn along the valley of the Edw river.  We do not consider that it is any 
longer desirable for areas of this community to be separately represented on 
the community council.  We note that the electorates of Llanbadarn y Garreg, 
with 14 electors, and Rhulen, with 25 electors, are extremely small, which in 
itself suggests that separate ward elections would be wholly meritless in this 
community.

Draft Proposals

7.  We propose that there should be a Community of Aberedw and that the 
community should not be warded.

The community should have a council of seven members;

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

207 7 29

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

8.  No comments or submissions were received on the Draft Proposals.

Final Proposals

9.  We propose that there should be a Community of Aberedw and that the 
community should not be warded.

The community should have a council of seven members;

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

207 7 29


