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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. M43 - NEWTOWN AND LLANLLWCHAIARN

Introduction

1.  Newtown is the largest settlement in Powys and has the range of community 
services and facilities that should be associated with such a settlement.  It has the 
third highest precepting council in the county: a council that has retained a 
considerable sense of civic pride - deriving from the former urban district of the 
same name - in its activities.

2.  The community has a population of 10,873, an electorate of 8,238 (2005) and a 
council of 16 members.  The community is warded: Llanllwchaiarn North with 1,664 
electors and three councillors; Llanllwchaiarn West with 1,433 and three; Newtown 
Central with 2,300 and three; Newtown East with 1,572 and three, and Newtown 
South with 1,269 and four.  The precept required for 2005 is £132,785, representing 
a Council Tax Band D equivalent of £35.01.

3.  Apart from a transfer of the area around Aberbechan Hall to the new Abermule 
ward of Llandyssil community, the boundaries of this community were not 
significantly affected by the 1986 Review.  Recent development, together with its 
designation as a small village in the Unitary Development Plan, has meant that the 
small village of Aberbechan now straddles the community boundary with Llandyssil, 
a point to which we shall return.

4.  In the 1986 Review, it was proposed and generally accepted that the community 
should be divided into five wards, and the final proposals of the Local Government 
Boundary Commission for Wales were that each ward should have an allocation of 
three councillors.  However, this matter was subject to the Decision Letter of the 
Secretary of State for Wales dated 21 October 1985: "the community of Newtown 
and Llanllwchaiarn will have an allocation of 16 councillors.  The allocation to the 
Newtown South ward will be increased from 3 to 4 and the allocation of 3 councillors 
to each of the Llanllwchaiarn West, Llanllwchaiarn North, Newtown East and 
Newtown Central wards will be retained."  The Commission had also proposed that 
the name of the community be "Newtown", but the Secretary of State, responding to 
the representations of the then Newtown and Llanllwchaiarn Town Council, gave his 
decision that the existing name, "Newtown and Llanllwchaiarn" should continue.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

5.  A submission form has been received from Newtown and Llanllwchaiarn Town 
Council, proposing no changes in this community.

Assessment
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6.  The electorate of Newtown and Llanllwchaiarn has increased from 6,630 in 1980 
to 8,238 in 2005, and this increase will continue further.  The Unitary Development 
Plan estimates that on allocated sites 683 dwellings would be an appropriate level of 
growth for Newtown within the plan period.  Some of this development, representing 
some 52 dwellings, is already completed and occupied and has therefore had its 
effect on the electorate.  There are also further opportunities  for infill development.  
We note that this community's electorate will probably increase to about 9,300, 
suggesting a continued entitlement in accordance with Table 5 – Councillor 
Allocation and Powys’s Towns to sixteen councillors.

7.  We have given consideration as to whether there are area anomalies affecting 
this community.  Clearly, the settlement limits of the town will not spill over the 
community boundary, there being an appropriate rural belt surrounding the town.  
The settlement boundary only abuts the community boundary at the Mochdre 
Industrial Estate and Glandulas Drive.  However, we consider that the settlement will 
not spill over the boundary here: there is no provision for it to do so in the Unitary 
Development Plan and the Mochdre Brook serves as a clear physical barrier at this 
location.  We have already noted that the small village of Aberbechan straddles the 
community boundary between Newtown and Llanllwchaiarn and the community of 
Llandyssil.  This is clearly not in the interests of effective and convenient local 
government.  Although this small village and nearby properties are located midway 
between Newtown and Abermule, this area is rural in character and gravitates to 
Abermule in the first instance, and we consider that an adjustment of the community 
boundary should be made here to include the whole of Aberbechan in the Abermule 
ward of Llandyssil community.  This transfer would affect the  properties of of 
Pontbechan (six houses), Glen Coe, The Swallows and Tynllwyn, removing some 15 
or so electors from the community.

8.  We note that this community has a composite name, and we have stated that we 
consider that these are rarely in the interests of effective and convenient local 
government.  However, in this instance we accept that the demands of history, local 
connection and the preservation of local ties make a strong case for the retention of 
the composite name, a point that is reinforced by the Decision Letter of the 
Secretary of State for Wales.

9.  Schedule 11(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 requires us, in fixing the 
number of community councillors to be elected for each ward, to have regard to any 
change in the number or distribution of the local government electors of the 
community which is likely to take place.  The Unitary Development Plan allocates 
nineteen sites for housing development in the town, and some of these sites have 
now been developed, adding new electors to the ward electorate figures.  The 
present (2005) ward electorates and councillor entitlements are as follows:

Llanllwchai
arn North

Llanllwchai
arn West

Newtown 
Central

Newtown 
East

Newtown 
South

Electorate 1664 1433 2300 1572 1269
Percentage 
of total 
electorate

20 17.5 28 19 15.5

Councillor 3.2 2.8 4.5 3.0 2.5
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entitlement

It is our estimate that some 364 houses remain to be built or occupied in the 
Llanllwchaiarn North ward in the Plan period; about 60 in the Llanllwchaiarn West 
ward; about 46 in the Newtown Central ward; about 136 in the Newtown East ward, 
and about 25 in the Newtown South ward.  Such a scale of development will 
inevitably have a further impact on the balance of councillor entitlement between the 
five wards, and this would lead to the following projected electorates and resultant 
councillor entitlements:

Llanllwchai
arn North

Llanllwchai
arn West

Newtown 
Central

Newtown 
East

Newtown 
South

Electorate 2280 1530 2380 1800 1310
Percentage 
of total 
electorate

25 16 26 19 14

Councillor 
entitlement

4.0 2.6 4.2 3.0 2.2

10.  It is difficult to arrive at draft proposals for the allocation of councillors between 
the wards of this community; so much is dependent  on the completion of a 
considerable amount of development in the community.  We can only balance both 
the existing shortcomings in the councillor entitlements and the projected 
shortcomings that will arise following the full implementation of the development 
proposals that are envisaged in the Unitary Development Plan.  These are 
summarised in one final table:

Llanllwchai
arn North

Llanllwchai
arn West

Newtown 
Central

Newtown 
East

Newtown 
South

Councillors 
now

3 3 3 3 4

Entitlement 
(2005)

3.2 2.8 4.5 3.0 2.5

Entitlement 
(post UDP)

4.0 2.6 4.2 3.0 2.2

Draft 
proposals

3 3 4 3 3

The development proposals in the Plan, and the shifts in the balance of electorates 
that will result, are still some way from happening, and they may not have a full 
impact during the next five years.  We therefore consider that for the time being it 
will be appropriate to ‘rob’ one councillor from the Newtown South Ward and to 
transfer this to the Newtown Central ward.  In due course, it may be appropriate for 
Powys County Council to again review the allocation of councillors in Newtown and 
Llanllwchaiarn with a view to transferring a further councillor from the Newtown 
South to the Llanllwchaiarn North ward.  However, we consider that this next step 
should more appropriately follow the completion of the development proposals in the 
Plan.
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Draft Proposals

11.  That there should be a community of Newtown and Llanllwchaiarn comprising 
the present community of that name except  that area at Aberbechan which we 
propose to transfer to the community of Llandyssil;

The community should have a council of 16 members;

The community should be warded as at present.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

Llanllwchaiarn 
North

1664 3 555

Llanllwchaiarn 
West

1433 3 478

Newtown Central 2300 4 575
Newtown East 1572 3 524
Newtown South 1269 3 423

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

12.  A letter has been received from Newtown and Llanllwchaiarn Town Council 
supporting the Draft Proposals.

Final Proposals

13.  That there should be a community of Newtown and Llanllwchaiarn comprising 
the present community of that name except  that area at Aberbechan which we 
propose to transfer to the community of Llandyssil;

The community should have a council of 16 members;
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The community should be warded as at present.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

Llanllwchaiarn 
North

1664 3 555

Llanllwchaiarn 
West

1433 3 478

Newtown Central 2300 4 575
Newtown East 1572 3 524
Newtown South 1269 3 423


