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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. M35 - LLANSANTFFRAID

Introduction

1.  The present community of Llansantffraid was formed in the 1986 Review from 
the former communities of Llansantffraid Pool to the north of the river Efyrnwy and 
Llansantffraid Deytheur to the south of the river.   The community was warded in 
1986 to reflect the constituent parts from which it was created.  The present Pool 
ward is well focused on the key settlement of Llansantffraid ym Mechain, which 
benefits from good road communications of the A495 and B4393 and has a wide 
range of community services and facilities.  The Deytheur Ward, on the other hand, 
is a rural area of scattered farms and small concentrations of habitation in the rural 
settlements of Deuddwr, North Deuddwr and Waen-Trederwen, linked to the key 
settlement by a single bridging point at Pont Llansantffraid.  Even so, the inhabitants 
of that ward would look to Llansantffraid ym Mechain in the main for the provision of 
their local services. 

2.  The community has a population of 1,215, an electorate of 1,004 (2005) and a 
council of 11 members.  The community is warded: Deytheur with 250 electors and 
three councillors; Pool with 754 and eight.  The precept required for 2005 is 
£10,000, representing a Council Tax Band D equivalent of £17.66.

3.  In the 1986 Review, there were proposals to merge the then Llansantffraid Pool 
and Llansantffraid Deytheur communities with Llanfechain community to create a 
three-ward community.  This was vehemently opposed by Llansantffraid Pool and 
Deytheur communities, and the amalgamation of these  two communities that came 
about at that time was largely by mutual consent.  Some very minor boundary 
adjustments were made to alter boundaries to the centre of the river along the 
meandering river Vyrnwy and to transfer a salient at Plas Bach to the community of 
Meifod.

4.  In the 2000 Review Llangedwyn Community Council requested an adjustment to 
the community boundary with the community of Llansantffraid ym Mechain at 
Penybont Llannerchemrys to take in the Old New Inn and 1 and 2 Old New Inn 
Cottages which it was considered looked to the small village of Penybont 
Llannerchemrys in the first instance for limited services and facilities.  This matter 
was not pursued at this time because "the existing boundary at Penybont 
Llannerchemrys serves also as a parliamentary constituency boundary, and here 
Powys County Council considers that it would be inappropriate to alter community 
boundaries in advance of any parliamentary constituency boundary changes."

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

5.  No representations have been received for this community.
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Assessment

6.  We consider that there was merit in the former request of Llangedwyn 
Community Council for an adjustment to the community boundary at Penybont 
Llannerchemrys to take in the Old New Inn and 1 and 2 Old New Inn Cottages.  
While these dwellings are not located within the settlement boundaries of this small 
village, they undoubtedly look to that village for initial limited community services and 
facilities.  We therefore propose an adjustment  in the community boundary at this 
location so that the boundary follows the course of the old railway, from near to 
Penisarmynydd to Penybont Hall.  (We note that the Boundary Commission for 
Wales has now proposed that the constituency boundary of the parliamentary 
constituency of Montgomeryshire should be altered to take in the community of 
Llangedwyn, and we anticipate the relevant order being made in this matter before 
the next parliamentary election.)  We do not consider that it would be appropriate for 
the community boundary to be extended further southwards towards Penygroes: this 
is an area that we consider has always looked to the key settlement of 
Llansantffraid-ym-Mechain for its services and facilities.

7.  The electorate of Llansantffraid has increased from 777 in 1980 to 1,004 in 2005 
and looks set to continue to increase.  The Unitary Development Plan suggests that 
70 dwellings would be an appropriate level of growth for the key settlement within 
the plan period on allocated sites and through infill development and opportunities 
for affordable housing development adjacent to the settlement development 
boundaries.  Much of that development is already under way.  There are also 
opportunities for affordable housing development in the rural settlements of 
Deuddwr, North Deuddwr and Waen-Trederwen in accordance with Policy HP9 of 
the Plan, for a limited number of dwellings in the open countryside in accordance 
with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for conversions in accordance with Policy GP6 of 
the Plan.   We note that this community's  electorate will probably increase to about 
1,140, suggesting a continued entitlement in accordance with Table 7 - Guide to 
Allocation of Councillors to Community Councils to eleven councillors.

8.  We proceed to give consideration to the warding arrangement in this community.  
We consider that the warding arrangement continues to serve this community well 
and meets the criteria in the 1972 Act that (a) the number or distribution of the local 
government electors for the community is such as to make a single election of 
community councillors impracticable or inconvenient; and (b) it is desirable that 
areas of the community should be separately represented on the community council.  
We note firstly that the electors of this whole community vote together at 
Llansantffraid Community Centre, and the number or distribution of electors in this 
community is clearly not such as to make a single election of community councillors 
impracticable.  However, the present warding arrangement secures the separate 
representation of the Deytheur area of this community on the community council.  
Without this arrangement, there is a real likelihood that this part of the community, 
over the river from the key settlement, would lose most if not all its representation on 
the council because of the dominant position in this community of the key settlement 
of Llansantffraid.  We therefore consider that the warding arrangement is desirable 
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in this community, with its two quite distinctive topographies that are referred to 
above.

9.  However, we also note that the growth in the electorate will, by and large, be 
focused upon the key settlement of Llansantffraid ym Mechain and therefore in the 
Pool Ward.  Schedule 11(4) of the Local Government Act 1972 requires us, in fixing 
the number of community councillors to be elected for each ward, to have regard to 
any change in the number or distribution of the local government electors of the 
community which is likely to take place.  We would suggest that the electorate of the 
Pool ward might increase to about 880 over the forthcoming years, while the 
electorate of the Deytheur ward will remain at about 260 in the same period.  At this 
stage, however, we do not consider that this provides sufficient justification for 
altering the balance of representation on this council. 

Draft Proposals

10.  That there should be a community of Llansantffraid comprising the  present 
community of that name less that area to the south of the river Tanad at Penybont 
Llannerchemrys and including the Old New Inn and 1 and 2 Old New Inn Cottages to 
be transferred to the community of Llangedwyn;

The community should have a council of 11 members;

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

Deytheur 250 3 83
Pool 754 8 94

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

11.  No comments or submissions were received on the Draft Proposals.

Final Proposals

12.  That there should be a community of Llansantffraid comprising the  present 
community of that name less that area to the south of the river Tanad at Penybont 
Llannerchemrys and including the Old New Inn and 1 and 2 Old New Inn Cottages to 
be transferred to the community of Llangedwyn;

The community should have a council of 11 members;

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

Deytheur 250 3 83
Pool 754 8 94
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