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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. M4 - BERRIEW

Introduction

1.  The present community of Berriew is geographically one of the larger 
communities in the eastern lowlands of Powys.  It has a natural boundary in the river 
Severn in the southeast, from which the topography is characterised by rolling hills 
to the north and south of the Rhiew valley.  The key settlement of Berriew enjoys 
good road communications to both Newtown and Welshpool and has a wide range 
of community services and facilities.  It is centrally located to and serves as a focus 
for the community.  There are also the large village of Refail and the small village of 
Garthmyl nearby.  The remainder of the population lives in scattered farms and 
dwellings and in the rural settlements of Argae Hall, Brooks Brynhyfryd, Cil, Felindre, 
Fron and Pantyffridd.  This community has a long history of largely unchanged 
boundaries, arguing for its homogeneity.

2.  The community has a population of 1,306, an electorate of 1,044 (2005) and a 
council of 12 members.  The precept required for 2005 is £1,500, representing a 
Council Tax Band D equivalent of £2.23.

3.  The community of Berriew was hardly altered in the 1986 Review.  With the 
dismembering and redefining of the community of Welshpool, the old township of 
Brithdir in the northeast was transferred to Berriew community as it was ultimately 
considered that its main affinity lay with that community.  Two small salients in the 
then community boundary at Cefngwernfa and Fachir were transferred to the 
proposed communities of Tregynon and Bettws respectively.  The Local Government 
Boundary Commission for Wales therefore made its final recommendations for a 
community council of twelve members in an un-warded community.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

4.  A submission form has been received from Berriew Community Council, 
proposing no changes in this community.

Assessment leading to the Draft Proposals

5.  The electorate of Berriew has increased from 975 in 1980 to 1,044 in 2005.  
Even so, this electorate, lying at the lower end of the range of 1,000 or more 
electors, would argue for a council of eleven members in accordance with our Table 
7 - Guide to Allocation of Councillors to Community Councillors.   (It is instructive 
that this community is in many respects similar to and has exactly the same 
electorate as the community of Meifod, which has eleven councillors.)

6.  However, before making such a proposal, we have given careful consideration to 
the likely future development and population growth in the community of Berriew.  
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The Unitary Development Plan suggests that this will comprise about 35 dwellings in 
Berriew on two allocated sites and through infill development and opportunities for 
affordable housing development adjacent to the settlement development 
boundaries.   At Garthmyl, there are no allocated sites, and there are only 
opportunities for infill development and affordable housing adjacent to the settlement 
development boundaries.  At Refail, it is estimated that 23 dwellings would be an 
appropriate level of growth on two allocated sites and through infill development and 
opportunities for affordable housing development adjacent to the settlement 
development boundaries.  There are also opportunities for affordable housing 
development in the six rural settlements that lie in this community in accordance with 
Policy HP9 of the Plan, for a limited number of dwellings in the open countryside in 
accordance with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for conversions in accordance with 
Policy GP6 of the Plan.  The electorate of this community could therefore increase to 
about 1,150.  This electorate would also suggest an allocation of 11 councillors in 
accordance with our Table 7 - Guide to Allocation of Councillors to Community 
Councillors.   We have examined the electoral history of this community, and we find 
that at the five ordinary elections since the 1986 Review, a contested election has 
only been held in 1987; in 1991, 1999 and 2004 the community council has been 
required to co-opt one, two and three members respectively.

Draft Proposals

7.  That there should be a community of Berriew comprising the present community 
of that name;

The community should have a council of 11 members;

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

1044 11 95

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

8.  A letter has been received from Berriew Community Council supporting the Draft 
Proposals.

Final Proposals

9.  That there should be a community of Berriew comprising the present community 
of that name;

The community should have a council of 11 members;



Final Proposals – Montgomeryshire – Community M$ph4ozuwh.doc

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

1044 11 95


