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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. M01 - ABERHAFESP

Introduction

1.  The present community of Aberhafesp is a geographically compact area rising 
from the river Severn in its south to the high Montgomeryshire moorland at Llyn 
Tarw and Mynydd Cerrigllwydion.  This topography is in itself indicative of the long 
history of this community and earlier parish.  The largest settlement in the 
community is the small village of Aberhafesp, and slightly smaller in size is the other 
small village of Bwlch-y-ffridd.  The remainder of the population lives in scattered 
farms and dwellings and in the small rural settlement of Glanrhyd. 

2.  The community has a population of 438, an electorate of 354 (2005) and a 
council of 7 members.  The precept required for 2005 is £2,000, representing a 
Council Tax Band D equivalent of £10.23.

3.  In the 1986 Review, this community was considered too small to be viable, and 
there were proposals for amalgamation in this area, with the proposal that initially 
found favour with the Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales being a 
merger of Aberhafesp and Llanwnog (then incorporating Caersws) communities.  
There was strong opposition to this proposal from Aberhafesp Community Council, 
and, following a public Local Inquiry on 20 September 1978 at Tregynon, the 
Commission stated: "We have considered all the representations made to us and 
also the information and views presented to us at the inquiry and we are now of the 
opinion that the best solution is to leave Aberhafesp as a separate community."  Not 
least, the Commission anticipated an increase in the development of all communities 
in the Newtown area "as a consequence of the growth of Newtown, with people 
moving from the town to the rural villages".  Some minor boundary adjustments were 
made to adjust the community boundaries to identifiable physical boundaries, such 
as the river Severn.  The Commission therefore made its final recommendations for 
a community council of seven members in an un-warded community.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

4.  A submission form has been received from Aberhafesp Community Council, 
proposing no changes in this community.

Assessment

5.  The electorate of Aberhafesp has increased from 230 in 1980 to 354 in 2005.  
Further development in the Unitary Development Plan will be limited to one allocated 
site for 10 dwellings in the small village of Aberhafesp together with infill 
development and opportunities for affordable housing development adjacent to the 
settlement development boundaries here and at Bwlch-y-ffridd.   Development will 
be constrained by the absence of mains drainage facilities in the small village of 
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Aberhafesp.  There are also opportunities for affordable housing development in the 
rural settlement of Glanrhyd in accordance with Policy HP9 of the Plan, for a limited 
number of dwellings in the open countryside in accordance with Policy HP6 of the 
Plan, and for conversions in accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan.  We note that 
this community's electorate is, therefore, unlikely to exceed 400 electors in the 
foreseeable future, suggesting an entitlement in accordance with Table 7 - Guide to 
Allocation of Councillors to Community Councils to seven councillors.

Draft Proposals

6.  That no changes should be made to  this community.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

354 7 51

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

7. No comments or submissions were received on the Draft Proposals.

Final Proposals

8.  That no changes should be made to  this community.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

354 7 51


