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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. B23 - LLANWRTHWL 

Introduction

1.  The present community of Llanwrthwl comprises a large geographical area of 
largely uninhabited moorland, south of the extensive network of the Elan reservoirs, 
dominated by Carn Gafallt, Allt Goch, Gamriw, Trembyd and Drumddu to the south.  
The boundary follows the river Wye in the east and the Elan river and the Claerwen 
and Caban Coch reservoirs in the north; these also represent the Shire boundary 
between Radnorshire and Brecknockshire.  The community is sparsely populated, 
with a number of scattered dwellings along the valleys of the river Dulas and nant 
Cymrun.  Settlement is concentrated at Llanwrthwl, a small settlement on the west 
banks of the river Wye, separated by the river from the A470.  The settlement has a 
number of outlying properties and only limited service provision, which has led its 
classification as a small village in the Unitary Development Plan.

2.  The community has a population of 201, an electorate of 137 (2005) and a 
council of 7 members.  The precept required for 2005 is £2,000.00 representing a 
Council Tax Band D equivalent of £19.90.

3.  The community of Llanwrthwl survived the 1985 Review largely unchanged.  
(Even though at that time this was a very small community in terms of electorate, its 
survival was probably due to the considerable rate income it then received from its 
share of the Elan reservoirs, together with its geographical isolation from other 
communities in Brecknockshire.)  There were early proposals to transfer the 
southeastern part of the community to the proposed community of Llanafanfawr.  
However, there were more forceful arguments for adjusting the community boundary 
with the boundary of the proposed community of Rhayader to include the whole of 
the then divided Elan Village in the latter community.  These were because of the 
close links of the village with the remainder of the community of Rhayader; the 
difficulty of communication between Elan Village and the remainder of the 
community of Llanwrthwl, and the fact that at that time most adult male residents of 
Elan Village were employed at the Elan reservoirs.   This transfer, which was 
confirmed in Secretary of State’s Decision Letter of 18 August 1980, endangered 
further the viability of Llanwrthwl, and further boundary adjustments were not 
therefore made in the 1985 Review.  The Commission confirmed that the 
Community of Llanwrthwl should have a council of seven members.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

4.  A submission form has been received from Llanwrthwl Community Council, 
proposing no changes in this community.
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Assessment

5.  The electorate of Llanwrthwl has increased from 107 in 1979 to 137 in 2005.  The 
Powys Unitary Development Plan allocates just one site for 6 dwellings in the small 
village of Llanwrthwl, as an appropriate level of growth during the Plan period.  
There may be further opportunities for infill development and opportunities for 
affordable housing development adjacent to the settlement development boundaries 
in accordance with Policy HP8.  There are also opportunities for a limited number of 
dwellings in the open countryside in accordance with Policy HP6 of the Plan, and for 
conversions in accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan.  We consider that the 
electorate will not increase significantly in the years to come, suggesting a continued 
entitlement in accordance with Table 7 – Guide to Allocation of Councillors to 
Community Councils to seven councillors.

6.  This is a very large geographical community where representation is required to 
meet the challenges of population sparsity, but, as the electorate is so small in this 
case, our proposed allocation of seven councillors is more than adequate for this 
community.  In our Practice and Policy Document, we expressed our view that our 
community councils should be viable to provide both effective and convenient local 
government.  In 1976, the Local Government Boundary Commission  for Wales 
defined a rural community with a population of less than 250 as one that "may not 
be able to survive effectively".  Llanwrthwl is one such community in Powys where 
we fear that the council's precept is largely expended in a clerk's and auditors' fees 
with little if any capacity left to facilitate service provision, and we do not consider 
that this represents effective local government.  However, we recognise that the 
existing arrangements in Llanwrthwl are probably those that most accord with the 
wishes of the inhabitants of the community, and here  it can be argued that this at 
least represents convenient local government.

Draft Proposals

That no changes should be made to this community.

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

137 7 20

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

7.  No comments or submissions were received on the Draft Proposals.
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Final Proposals

That no changes should be made to this community.

 (Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

137 7 20


