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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. B22 LLANIGON

Introduction

1.  The present community of Llanigon is located in eastern Brecknockshire, in a 
landscape that is defined by the high ridge of the Black Mountains that includes Hay 
Bluff and The Tumpa and that cuts across the centre of the community.  To the 
north of this ridge, the landscape has been shaped by the Digedi, Cilonw and Dulas 
brooks that flow northwards to join the river Wye, the community's northern 
boundary, in its broadening vale.  (The Dulas brook forms the community's and the 
county's eastern boundary.)  To the south of this ridge, the community embraces 
moorland which is intersected by the immature valleys of the southward flowing Nant 
y Bwch and afon Honddu, which converge just inside the community and county 
boundary at the unclassified settlement of Capel y Ffin.  This southern half of the 
community is largely uninhabited, with habitation concentrated in the northern, valley 
landscape of the community.

2.  The bulk of this community, south of the unclassified county road from Hay on 
Wye to Velindre via Llanigon, lies within the Brecon Beacons National Park: the 
settlement of Llanigon is partitioned by the Park boundary.  The south-eastern part 
is defined as a 2nd tier settlement in the Brecon Beacons National Park Unitary 
Development Plan; the north-western part is defined as a large village in the Powys 
Unitary Development Plan.

3.  The community has a population of 515, an electorate of 424 (2005) and a 
council of 9 members.  The community is warded: Hay Rural with 144 electors and 
three councillors; Llanigon with 280 and six.  The precept required for 2005 is 
£1,750, representing a Council Tax Band D equivalent of £6.92.

4.  This community is a product of the 1985 Review.  The initial proposals of the 
Local Government Boundary Commission for Wales were for a community that 
comprised the former communities of Hay Rural and Llanigon, with only minor 
boundary adjustments with the proposed neighbouring community of Gwernyfed.  
There was general agreement with these proposals.  Before the 1985 Review, the 
area to the south of The Tumpa and Hay Bluff comprised the then community of 
Glynfach and a salient of the then community of Tregoed and Velindre.  The 
Commission's final proposals were that this area be transferred to the then district of 
Monmouth and the then county of Gwent; these found considerable opposition, not 
only from the inhabitants of the area, but also from other consultees who considered 
that the area should be joined to the proposed community of Llanigon.  This matter 
was considered further in the Decision Letter of the Secretary of State for Wales, 
dated 10 October 1983, which stated: "While recognising that geographically and 
administratively there are strong arguments in favour of the Commission's proposal 
to transfer [this area] … the Secretary of State has had regard to the overwhelming 
local opposition to this proposal and has decided to leave the district/county 
boundary unaltered in this area.  The area in question will instead form part of the 
Llanigon Ward of the proposed community of  Llanigon."  Taken together, the 
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Secretary of State's decision and the Local Government Boundary Commission for 
Wales therefore made final recommendations  for a community council of nine 
members with the following warding arrangement: Hay Rural with three councillors 
and Llanigon with six.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

5.  No representations have been received for this community.

Assessment

6.  In our introductory chapter, we have stated that one of our objectives in this 
review is to ensure that settlement boundaries as defined in the Unitary 
Development Plans are within the community boundaries and will remain so for the 
foreseeable future.  We emphasised that we considered it contrary to the interests of 
effective and convenient local government for a settlement boundary to  stray over a 
community boundary - either now or in the near future of the Plans' terms.  We 
stated that we would look carefully at the county's towns, which are often contained 
within small geographical community areas, to ensure that this did not occur.  The 
settlement boundary of the town of Hay-on-Wye now abuts the community boundary 
of Llanigon at Gipsy Castle Farm and Wye Valley Business Park, and we consider 
that at this location it would be appropriate to use the opportunity of the current 
review to make a small adjustment to the community boundary.  This would ensure 
that the town's settlement boundary would be well-contained within its community 
boundary for the foreseeable future.  The amendment that we propose would adjust 
the boundary westwards to follow an unmetalled lane from the river Wye to the 
unclassified road and to follow that road to the B4350 and the existing boundary.  
We estimate that 3 dwellings would be affected by this small adjustment.

7.  The electorate of Llanigon has increased from about  300 in 1979 to 424 in 2005.  
The Powys Unitary Development Plan makes no allocations of development land in 
the large village of Llanigon.  The Brecon Beacons National Park Unitary 
Development Plan makes no allocations of land for development in that part of the 
settlement that lies within the Park.  There being no other allocations within either 
Plan for this community, further development will be limited and dependent on other 
policies relating to housing in open countryside and adjoining settlement boundaries 
within each Plan.  We note that  this community's electorate will remain stable, 
therefore, at about 430 electors, suggesting an entitlement in accordance with Table 
7 - Guide to Allocation of Councillors to Community Councils to eight councillors.

8.  We have given careful consideration to the question of whether this community 
should continue to be divided into wards.  We are required to  apply the criteria in 
Schedule 11 of the 1972 Act in our consideration of this matter, and these are that 
(a) the number or distribution of the local government electors for the community is 
such as to make a single election of community councillors impracticable or 
inconvenient; and (b) it is desirable that areas of the community should be 
separately represented on the community council. We do not consider that the 
number or distribution of the local government electors for this community is such as 
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to make a single election of community councillors impracticable or inconvenient; 
indeed, all electors in the community currently vote at the same polling station which 
is the Village Hall, Llanigon.  Likewise, we do not consider that it is any longer 
desirable for areas of this community to be separately represented on the 
community council.  The chiefly inhabited area of the community in its northern half 
is a well-integrated whole and is very well focused on the settlement of Llanigon.  In 
this area, currently divided between the Hay Rural ward to the north and east, and 
the Llanigon ward to the south and west, it would be very difficult to claim that the 
present warding arrangement reflects a clear physical and social difference within 
this community.  Furthermore, the number of inhabitants to the south of Gospel 
Pass is very small, and they have the benefit of an unclassified county road that 
links them to Llanigon.

Draft Proposals

9.  That there should be a community of Llanigon comprising the present community 
of that name less a small area which adjoins the present community of Hay which 
we propose to transfer to that community;

The community should have a council of 8 members;

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

424 8 53

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

10.  No comments or submissions were received on the Draft Proposals.

Final Proposals

11.  That there should be a community of Llanigon comprising the present 
community of that name less a small area which adjoins the present community of 
Hay which we propose to transfer to that community;

The community should have a council of 8 members;

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

424 8 53


