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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. B18 – LLANGAMARCH

Introduction

1.  The present community of Llangamarch is an extensive community at the foot of 
the scarp of Mynydd Eppynt.  The community comprises much largely uninhabited 
moorland and forest to its south and west, with settlement concentrated in the north 
of the community in the valleys of the rivers Irfon and Dulas.  Many of the  services 
and facilities of this community are concentrated in the settlement of Llangammarch 
Wells, which accounts for its classification as a large village in the Unitary 
Development Plan.  Tirabad, classified as a rural settlement in the Plan lies in the 
south-west of the community at the edge of the Eppynt army  artillery range.  Nearer 
to Llangammarch Wells is the small village of Cefn Gorwydd.  Transport links within 
the community are limited to a network of unclassified  county roads, with the B4519 
Garth to Brecon road traversing the community in its far east.  However, the Heart of 
Wales railway line serves the village of Llangammarch Wells.

2.  The community has a population of 505, an electorate of 418 (2005) and a 
council of 10 members.  The community is warded: Gwarafog with 51 electors and 
two councillors, Llandulas with 58 and two, and Penbuallt with 309 and six.  The 
precept required for 2005 is £3,700.00, representing a Council Tax Band D 
equivalent of £15.49.

3.  In the 1985 Review the Local Boundary Commission for Wales was anxious to 
amalgamate the smaller communities of Brecknockshire, and in creating the new 
community of Llangamarch it merged the former very small communities of 
Penbuallt, Gwarafog, and Llandulas.  At that time the community boundaries split 
the village of Llangammarch Wells,  and it was therefore proposed that a part of the 
then community of Treflys, which included the northern part of the village and the 
two farms of Cefn-llan and Llwyn Einion, be included in the new community of 
Llangamarch.  The Commission also proposed that a salient of the then community 
of Llanafanfechan, lying south of the river Irfon, would also be more appropriately 
transferred to the new community.  The Community of Llangamarch was to comprise 
three wards, Penbuallt represented by six councillors; Llandulas represented by two, 
and Gwarafog represented by two councillors.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

4.  No representations have been received for this community.

Assessment

5.  The electorate of Llangamarch has increased from 405 in 1979 to 418 in 2005.  
However, further development in the Unitary Development Plan will be limited to an 
estimated 16 dwellings on one allocated site in the large village of Llangammarch 
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Wells.  There are opportunities for infill development and affordable housing 
development adjacent to the settlement development  boundaries in accordance with 
Policy HP8 both here and in the small village of Cefn Gorwydd.  There are also 
opportunities for affordable housing development in the rural settlement of Tirabad 
that lies in this community in accordance with Policy HP9 of the Plan, for a limited 
number of dwellings in the open countryside in accordance with Policy HP6 of the 
Plan, and for conversions in accordance with Policy GP6 of the Plan.  We note that 
this community’s electorate will remain stable at approximately 450 electors, 
suggesting an entitlement in accordance with Table 7 – Guide to Allocation of 
Councillors to Community Councils to eight councillors.  While this is a fairly large 
geographical community, we do not consider that this is in itself sufficient cause to 
depart from this allocation.  Only the rural settlement of Tirabad is located at some 
distance from the main settlement area of this community.  Most of the habitation in 
this community is concentrated in its northern area, within comparatively close 
proximity to the large village of Llangammarch Wells and the small village of Cefn 
Gorwydd and in a fairly compact geographical area.
  
6.  We have given careful consideration to the question of whether the community of 
Llangamarch should continue to be divided into wards.  We are required to apply the 
criteria in Schedule 11 of the 1972 Act in our consideration of this matter, and these 
are that (a) the number or distribution of the local government electors for the 
community is such as to make a single election of community councillors 
impracticable or inconvenient; and (b) it is desirable that areas of the community 
should be separately represented on the community council.  By tradition, the 
community is currently served by two polling stations at the Church Hall, 
Llangammarch Wells and the Community Centre, Tirabad.   However,  it is difficult to 
justify the existing warding structure, with two of the existing wards being so small: 
Llandulas with 58 electors and Gwarafog with only 51 electors.  Separate ward 
elections in such cases can hardly be considered to be in the interests of effective 
and convenient local government.  There can be no doubt that the Gwarafog ward, 
with only 51 electors, no settlement focus and its close proximity to Llangammarch 
Wells, does not meet either criteria in the Act and should therefore be merged with 
the Penbuallt ward.  However, the heavily forested Llandulas ward has some 
separateness; it focuses on the rural settlement of Tirabad with its own community 
centre, and it is some six miles by unclassified County roads from Llangammarch 
Wells.  Even so, it is an area that has to source the majority of its facilities and 
amenities from Llangammarch Wells and other neighbouring settlements.  We have 
considered proposing a new warding arrangement of two wards for this community, 
but we have concluded that the Llandulas ward, with only 58 electors, would be in an 
unequal balance with the Penbuallt-Gwarafog ward’s 360 electors.  Clearly, the 
number or distribution of the local government electors for this community is not 
such as to make a single election of community councillors wholly impracticable or 
inconvenient.  On balance, therefore, we are proposing the removal of the warding 
arrangement for this community, not least because we are persuaded that there is 
no particularly strong argument for areas of this community to be separately 
represented on the community council.

Draft Proposals
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7.  We propose that there should be a Community of Llangamarch comprising  the 
present community of that name and that  the community should not be warded;

The community should have a council of 8 members;

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

418 8 52

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

8.  No comments or submissions were received on the Draft Proposals.

Final Proposals

9.  We propose that there should be a Community of Llangamarch comprising  the 
present community of that name and that  the community should not be warded;

The community should have a council of 8 members;

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

418 8 52


