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FINAL PROPOSALS

Community No. B12 - HAY

Introduction

1.  The present community of Hay is geographically one of the smallest communities 
in Powys, comprising the town of Hay-on-Wye and a small rural hinterland to the 
south of the town.  To the north, the town and community are bounded by the 
natural boundary of the river Wye; to the  east the town abuts the county and 
national boundary, with the settlement spilling over into England, and to the west the 
town again abuts the community boundary at Gipsy Castle Farm and Glan Fron and 
Bryn Teg off Forest Road.  With 1,281 electors, Hay is the fourteenth ranking of 
Powys's eighteen towns.  However, the town is a popular tourist destination, 
particularly during its internationally acclaimed annual literary festival.

2.  The whole of the community lies within the Brecon Beacons National Park.

3.  The community has a population of 1,469, an electorate of 1,281 (2005) and a 
council of 10 members.  The precept required for 2005 is £19,750, representing a 
Council Tax Band D equivalent of £27.04.

4.  In the 1985 Review, the community of Hay was subject to no change.   The then 
community of Hay Urban had made representations for either an amalgamation of 
their community with the community of Hay Rural, or alternately recommending that 
part of the Hay Rural community be added to their community "to allow for the 
possible expansion of Hay Town over the next few years."  However, the Local 
Government Boundary Commission for Wales  rejected this request: "There appears 
to be ample land for this purpose within the town's present boundary."  The 
Commission made its final recommendations for a community council of ten 
members in an un-warded community.

Summary of representations received prior to preparation of Draft Proposals

5.  No representations have been received for this community.

Assessment

6.  In our Practice and Policy Document, we have stated that one of our objectives in 
this review is to ensure that settlement boundaries as defined in the Unitary 
Development Plans are within the community boundaries and will remain so for the 
foreseeable future.  We emphasised that we considered it contrary to the interests of 
effective and convenient local government for a settlement boundary to  stray over a 
community boundary - either now or in the near future of the Plans' terms.  We 
stated that we would look carefully at the county's towns, which are often contained 
within small geographical community areas, to ensure that this did not occur.  In that 



Final Proposals – Brecknockshire – Community B$idwkfhls.doc

document, too, we emphasised that we do not consider it within the remit of this 
review to make any representations regarding the national boundary; these should 
more properly be addressed to the National Assembly for Wales.

7.  The town of Hay-on-Wye is bounded to the north by the natural boundary of the 
river Wye, to the east by the national boundary and to the south by an area of 
agricultural land between the settlement and the community boundary.  To the west 
the settlement boundary now abuts the community boundary at Gipsy Castle Farm 
and Wye Valley Business Park, and we consider that at this location it would be 
appropriate to use the opportunity of the current review to make a small adjustment 
to the community boundary.  This would ensure that the settlement boundary would 
be well-contained within the community boundary for the foreseeable future.  The 
amendment that we propose would adjust the boundary westwards to follow an 
unmetalled lane from the river Wye to the unclassified road and to follow that road to 
the B4350 and the existing boundary.  We estimate that 3 dwellings would be 
transferred from the present community of Llanigon by this small adjustment.

8.  The electorate of Hay has increased from 1,041 in 1979 to 1,281 in 2005.  There 
are no immediate allocations of undeveloped land within the Brecon Beacons 
National Park Unitary Development Plan for this community.  (The allocations that 
are made for the available term of 0-5 years have already been built.)  We note that 
this community's electorate will remain stable at about 1,300 electors, suggesting an 
entitlement in accordance with Table 5 – Councillor Allocation and Powys’ Towns 
above to twelve councillors.

Draft Proposals

9.  That there should be a Community of Hay comprising the present community 
together with a small part of the community of Llanigon;

The community should have a council of twelve members.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

1281 12 107

Responses to the Council’s Draft Proposals

10.  A letter has been received from Hay Town Council, dated 9th May 2006, and 
expressing support for our proposed boundary alteration in this community, but 
expressing concern regarding our proposed increase in the allocation of councillors 
from ten to twelve, adding, “it has proved difficult in the past to find ten people willing 
to accept nomination to the town council”.  Following correspondence in this matter, 
Hay Town Council has stated that it would favour an allocation of eleven councillors.
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Assessment

11.  In both our Practice and Policy Document paragraph 8.2 and in our Draft 
Proposals Introduction paragraphs 4.4 and 4.5 we gave the reasoning behind our 
desire to give the towns of our county an equitable level of representation.  We 
compared Hay with three other town communities in the county: Llanfyllin, Llanfair 
Caereinion and Talgarth, and we considered that these four communities were at a 
comparable electorate "band" and should have the same number of councillors.  
However, we now accept that our banding of Hay with the other three communities 
could be seen as inappropriate, because each of the other three has a very 
extensive rural hinterland, whereas Hay is the smallest community in terms of area 
in the whole county.  In our correspondence with Hay Town Council we concluded 
that an allocation of eleven would be more appropriate in the case of Hay.  The 
justifications for our allocation of eleven are that Hay is geographically a very small 
community, and an allocation in which comparison is made with the three towns of 
Llanfyllin, Llanfair Caereinion and Talgarth is therefore partly inappropriate, and 
there is a traditional scale of representation in Hay for which it is considered an 
allocation of twelve would unduly upset.

Final Proposals

12.  That there should be a Community of Hay comprising the present community 
together with a small part of the community of Llanigon;

The community should have a council of twelve members.

(Ward) Electorate No of Councillors Electors per 
Councillor

1281 11 116


